Amendments to the Specification 



Page 1, immediately after the title, please insert: 

This application is a Rule 1 .53(b) Continuation of PCT/JPQ2/1 1377 filed October 3 1 . 

2002. 
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Page 19, please replace Table 1 with the following rewritten Table 1 
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Page 20, line 1-9, please rewrite as follows: 

The amount flow rate of acrylic acid in the bottom of the column is equal to [the flow 
rate of the liquid in the bottom of the column] x [the concentration of acrylic acid in the bottom 
of the column]; and 

the loss from the top of the column is equal to [ the flow rate of acrylic acid in the top of 
the column] / [f the flow rate of acrylic acid in the top of the column) + (the flow rate of acrylic 
acid in the bottom of the column)] x 100(%). 
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